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Welcome
We are excited to share our Summer 2016 
Newsletter with you from the Office of International 
Affairs and Projects (IAP) for the College of Business 
(COB) at Florida International University (FIU). This 
issue will recap outstanding accomplishments at 
FIU, highlight new developments and achievements 
within the College of Business and take you on a 
journey throughout the Spring semester with our 
international dual degree business students.

Jennifer Hilton Montero
Director, IAP

Dr. Sumit Kundu        
Associate Dean, COB      

FIU & College of Business Highlights

FIU achieves top rank in Carnegie research 
classification 

In the newest edition of the Carnegie Classification of Institutions of Higher 
Education FIU moved into the top category—R1: Doctoral Universities – 
Highest Research Activity. Joining the top Carnegie category for research 
universities is one of the goals of the FIUBeyondPossible2020 Strategic Plan. 

In achieving the top Carnegie classification FIU joins the top tier of research universities in the 
U.S., including four others in the Florida State University System – the University of Florida, 
Florida State University, University of South Florida and the University of Central Florida.

Click here to read full article

Business

For the second year in a row, FIU has made 
“America’s Best Employers” list by Forbes magazine. 
FIU is the second best ranked Florida employer after 
Publix, and is the highest ranking university in Florida 
on this year’s list.
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Click here to watch video

FIU’s College of Business receives 
acceptance into the Business International 
Studies Network

Forbes ranks FIU second best
employer in Florida

On June 27, 2016, the Business International Studies Network (BisNet) voted to accept FIU’s 
College of Business into its organization. FIU is the only Florida school to be a member of the 
elite business organization. BisNet provides a forum for top U.S. business schools with active, 
well established study abroad and international exchange programs to share best practices, 
discuss issues unique to a business student population, address specific concerns related to 
common overseas partners, identify opportunities for collaboration, and to undertake dynamic 
initiatives to promote and improve the range and quality of the study abroad experience. BisNet 
was founded in 2002 by the University of Wisconsin-Madison and currently has 25 members.

http://news.fiu.edu/2016/03/forbes-ranks-fiu-second-best-employer-in-florida/98536
http://news.fiu.edu/2016/02/fiu-achieves-top-rank-in-carnegie-research-classification/96872


Incorporating metrics into human resource management, a novel 
approach used by few, sealed the win for students from the College 
of Business’ MSHRM program at the HR Florida Case Competition. 
The winning case was designed to solve absenteeism and turnover 
rates at a Florida-based resort call center.

Click here to read full article

MSHRM students take top prize at state competition

Excellence in human resources education wins 
top rankings for FIU College of Business

BizLife opens doors for FIU’s business students
At the February 3 Welcome to the BizLife event, students filled the CBC lobby to learn about the College of Business’ 
International Dual Degree Programs, and how they can incorporate these offerings into their undergraduate and 
graduate studies. Many of the College’s partner universities – from Munich and Belgium to Peru and Morocco – 
displayed their co-curricular and academic offerings.

Click here to read full article

In its latest national recognition, Florida International University’s 
(FIU) College of Business has received a top ranking for its graduate 
program for human resources management. HR.com ranked the 
Master of Science in Human Resource Management #2 for the 
Masters Program with Emphasis on HR in its 2016 Leadership 
Excellence Awards.

On February 13, 2016, five FIU students took on the Florida 
Intercollegiate Case Competition, a 24-hour test of strategy, stamina 
and presentation skills sponsored by the University of South Florida in 
Tampa. FIU’s team, the Mercury Group took first place in the 2015-16 
Chapman Cup, a case competition for graduate business students.

Making the Case: FIU Business team scores in 
Florida competition

Click here to read full article

Click here to read full article

http://biznews.fiu.edu/2016/02/welcome-to-the-bizlife-opens-doors-for-fius-business-students/
https://biznews.fiu.edu/2016/02/excellence-in-human-resources-education-wins-top-rankings-for-fiu-college-of-business/
https://biznews.fiu.edu/2016/01/mshrm-students-take-top-prize-at-state-competition/
https://biznews.fiu.edu/2016/03/making-the-case-fiu-business-team-scores-in-florida-competition/


FIU’s MSIRE students raise the bar at MIT CASE Competition

Skilled analysis, creativity and intense work propelled students in FIU’s 
Hollo School of Real Estate to the semi-final round of MIT’s rigorous 
CASE Competition. Advancing to the semi-finals alongside Colombia, 
Cornell, Harvard, Yale, Georgetown, MIT, UCLA and other prestigious 
universities, FIU was named one of the top 12 teams, a first for the 
Master of Science in International Real Estate (MSIRE) program.

Click here to read full article

 

FIU top producer of Fulbright U.S. Scholars
The U.S. State Department has recognized FIU as a top 
producer of Fulbright U.S. Scholars for 2015-2016. FIU is 
one of 16 research universities with the most faculty and 
administrators who are Fulbright Scholars.
 
Click here to read full article

AACSB Deans Conference, 
January 31st – February 2nd, Hyatt Regency Hotel, Miami, Florida

AACSB Deans Conference welcomed over 700 business school deans from all over the world to their annual 
conference, held this year in our great city of Miami. FIU COB had promotional presence at the conference 
and held special events to welcome these honored guests to our magical city. We sponsored the conference 
welcome reception, held a special round table discussion on our newest program in development, the Doctorate 
of Business Administration, and we also hosted over 50 deans on a 111-foot luxury yacht, the Biscayne Lady, for 
an unforgettable, fully narrated sightseeing cruise along scenic Biscayne Bay including the beautiful downtown 
Miami skyline, the Port of Miami, Fisher Island, Miami Beach and Millionaire’s Row”. 
 

International Collaboration Visits and Updates

https://biznews.fiu.edu/2016/03/fius-msire-students-raise-the-bar-at-mit-case-competition/
http://news.fiu.edu/2016/03/fiu-top-producer-of-fulbright-u-s-scholars/97920


Associate Dean Dr. Sumit Kundu travels to Singapore, India & the UK to 
strengthen partnerships

Asia Pacific Association for International Education Conference 
February 29 – March 3
The 11th Annual APAIE Conference, hosted by nine local host universities and led by the University of Melbourne, 
welcomed international educators worldwide to Melbourne, Australia from February 29th to March 3rd, 2016. 
College of Business Dean, Jose Aldrich, Associate Dean, Dr. Sumit Kundu and International Affairs & Projects 
Director, Jennifer Hilton Montero attended the conference with the mission and objective to seek out and engage 
new academically qualified, accredited, and prestigious international institutions in the Asia-Pacific Region to 
collaborate on study abroad and dual degree programs. The trip culminated with visits to prospective partner 
universities, such as University of Sydney and Macquarie University in Sydney, Australia to further explore 
international collaboration opportunities.

 

Dr. Sumit Kundu traveled to Sydney, Australia and visited both Monash and Macquarie University, to develop 
exchange/articulation agreements. Then he visited the National University of Singapore (NUS), Singapore 
Management University (SMU) and Nanyang Technological University (NTU) in Singapore to further develop an 
academic partnership. Dr. Kundu also traveled to Calcutta, India where he visited the Indian Institute of Management. 
He ended his trip in India where he led the MIB study abroad program, visiting important and influential Indian 
companies in both Mumbai and New Delhi. Lastly, Dr. Kundu visited both the University of Leeds and the University of 
Birmingham in the United Kingdom to develop international collaborations.
 



EPE Inbound Study Programs
Office of Executive & Professional Education (EPE) invites students to 
study at FIU for a one week International Business program 
The EPE department is inviting students who attend universities outside of the US, completing a Masters’ level 
degree, and fluent in English to enroll in a one week non-credit study program in International Business at Florida 
International University (FIU), Sunday, July 23 - Friday, July 28, 2017. The program highlights include lectures by 
top FIU faculty and leading industry experts, company visits in the Miami Metro Area, social and cultural activities 
such as a Miami city tour and an FIU certificate of completion. 

For more information on EPE’s inbound programs, please visit www.epe.fiu.edu and for registration information, 
please contact, Natalie Dwarika via email, ndwarika@fiu.edu or phone, 305-348-4217. 

Executive & Professional Education delivers International Luxury Retail 
Management Certificate program
The College of Business’ Office of Executive and Professional Education (EPE) is offering the International Luxury 
Retail Management Certificate Program on August 8 -13, 2016.  With insight from internationally renowned faculty 
and industry experts, this program has been developed to provide professionals with the tools for sustainable 
success.  Registrations are currently open. Limited space available. For questions or further information, please 
contact José Velázquez, Program Coordinator at 305-348-4217 or epe@fiu.edu. 

 Office of International Affairs & Projects (IAP)
Student Highlights

New graduate dual degree and international exchange business students 
arrive at FIU 
Spring 2016 welcomed five new graduate dual degree business students from various schools including Arthur 
Lok Jack in Trinidad, Instituto de Estudios Superiores in Venezuela and Universidad EAFIT in Colombia. Four 
international exchange business students also joined the College of Business. The Office of International Affairs & 
Projects (IAP) hosted a welcome session where they met the IAP team and international student ambassadors, and 
learned about FIU and College of Business resources and the environment.



Undergraduate dual degree business students learn about CPT & OPT
The Office of Career Management Services (CMS) & and the International Student & Scholar Services (ISSS) Office 
collaborated with IAP to present a workshop on curricular practical training (CPT) and optional practical training 
(OPT) for our undergraduate international dual degree business students. Approximately 36 students attended 
the workshop and learned about CPT options as well as gained knowledge to help them prepare for life after 
graduation and applying for OPT. 

IAP collaborates with FIU’s cultural clubs to host 3rd annual International 
Game Night 
The Office of International Affairs & Projects (IAP) and several cultural clubs at FIU, including the International 
Student Club, Asian Student Union, Bangladeshi Student Organization and Saudi Student Club and collaborated 
to celebrate FIU’s diversity by hosting the 3rd annual international game night. Over 80 international and domestic 
students attended playing over 20 international and cultural games.

 

Students explore the Florida everglades on safari airboat tour
International dual degree and non-degree seeking business exchange students participated in one of the most 
exotic and breathtaking sightseeing tours of the Florida’s Everglades, where they saw a vast array of alligators, 
crocodiles, birds and other wildlife that inhabit the subtropical ecosystem.  

New Program Manager, Anthony Sakhleh joins IAP Team
The Office of International Affairs & Projects welcomed Anthony Sakhleh as the new Program 
Manager for Global Student Mobility in April 2016. Anthony is principally in charge of COB’s 
faculty-led outbound study abroad trips for COB students to Europe, Latin America, Africa, 
Asia & the Middle East.



Graduate dual degree students get together for final celebration before 
spring graduation

International photo contest strikes up friendly competition among students for 
best photo
Submissions of 47 eye-catching and breathtaking photos from around the world by our international dual degree 
business students and Global Learning’s global medallion students made for an unforgettable international photo 
contest. Zhongyan Chen from China won best photo in the “Amazing People” category. Best “Dare to Explore” photo 
winner went to Gabriella Romero from the Dominican Republic. Daniella Almanza’s incredible shot from South Africa 
won the “Interesting Wildlife” category and the “Student’s Choice Award” went to the most popular photo on social 
media with an incredible 234 likes on Facebook for Margarita Rentis’ “10,000 Gates” photo in Japan. 

    Photo credit - Zhongyan Chen              Photo credit – Gabriella Romero              Photo credit – Daniella Almanza           Photo credit – Margarita Rentis

With spring graduation around the corner, our graduate dual degree students celebrated their year in the dual 
degree masters programs, including Masters of International Business Administration (MIB), International 
Masters of Business Administration (IMBA) and Masters of Human Resource Management (MSHRM). They 
shared memories, received goodbye gifts from the IAP team and learned about becoming dual degree alumni. 
Yi Li and Yunyi Zhao from China pledged to be alumni leaders for China. Barbara Cussy from France and Guilia 
Masera from Italy pledged to be alumni leaders for Europe and Melania Sanchez from Venezuela pledged to be 
alumni leader for Miami.

IAP celebrates with undergraduate dual degree business students at 
closing ceremony

As the summer semester comes to a close, the undergraduate dual degree business students from Universidad 
IberoAmericana (UNIBE) in the Dominican Republic and Universidad Sergio Arboleda (USA) in Colombia, 
celebrate their year in the dual degree program. Nine international student ambassadors were awarded for their 
volunteer service and hard work throughout the year. Sonia Ortega and Lina Hernandez received certificates 
for the highest GPAs in the cohort. Vanessa Polanco received the most involved student award for always 
participating in IAP events. Each student received the 2015-2016 international dual degree yearbook and other 
parting gifts. 

New Program Manager, Anthony Sakhleh joins IAP Team



International Dual Degree Tuition Costs

Let’s Promote Internationalization & Collaborate
The Office of International Affairs & Projects strive to help the College of Business “Internationalize.” We work

with departments and faculty throughout the College and University to promote international research,

curriculum, partnerships and programs. Do you have a contact at a foreign institution that is interested in

collaborating? Are you looking for a research partner to help with a current project? Send us your ideas about

how we can help. Contact us via email, intldd@fiu.edu or phone, 305-348-4825.

MIB-Graduate Dual Degree: 
Matriculation & Fees: US $22,000
Estimated Costs: US $15,144

BBA-Undergraduate Dual Degree: 
Matriculation & Fees: US $20,055 
Other Estimated Costs: US $18,925 

Other dual degree programs available: MSF, MSIRE, MSHRM, MSMIS, MIB Online and IMBA. All fees are

subject to change. Please contact us for the most current tuition costs.

Dual Degree Student Highlights
Maria Chahin and Dayairis Mejia receive Eric and Sandra Maldonado 
Scholarship  
Congratulations to our international dual degree students, Maria Chahin and Dayairis Mejia who were two of ten 
FIU College of Business students selected to join the Eric and Sandra Maldonado Global Scholars Program. 
The program provides FIU students interested in financial services, entrepreneurship, technology and sales the 
prestigious opportunity to begin their career paths in the world’s leading financial hubs. Maria Chahin will begin 
her internship this summer 2016 as an analyst at the global financial institution Citigroup headquarters in New 
York City. Both students are set to graduate in August 2016.

Melania Sanchez receives MIB outstanding achievement award
Graduate dual degree and international student ambassador, Melania Sanchez from 
Venezuela received the Masters of International Business (MIB) most outstanding award at 
the MIB dinner on Friday, May 6, 2016. Chosen by the MIB faculty, Melania feels honored and 
proud to be the recipient.



We currently have collaborated with schools from various countries including:

Contact Us: 
Phone: +1 305-348-4825 
Fax: +1 305-348-7204 
Email: intldd@fiu.edu 
Website: intldualdegree.fiu.edu

Keep up to date with international dual 
degree business students 

Business

Argentina
Australia
Belgium
Brazil
Chile
China
Colombia
Costa Rica

Croatia
Denmark
Dominican Republic
France
Germany
Guatemala
Hong Kong
India

Italy
Kuwait
Mexico 
Morocco
Panama
Paraguay
Peru
Portugal

Puerto Rico 
Spain
Trinidad & Tobago
United Kingdom
Uruguay
Venezuela

intldd@fiu.edu
intldualdegree.fiu.edu
https://twitter.com/FIU_IAP
https://www.facebook.com/FIUCOB.intldd
www.linkedin.com/in/fiucobintldd/



