
 
 

 
 
 

Manuel Pila 
Economic Developer, City of Doral 

 

Mr. Pila is a seasoned economic development and communications professional with 
advanced community relations skills and with 30 years of experience in the public and 
private sectors. He is also a veteran journalist with more than 30 years of experience in 
print and broadcast journalism. Mr. Pila began his career writing for publications like 
The Miami News, The Miami Herald, South Florida Business Journal and Florida 
Medical Business. Mr. Pila authored numerous trade magazines and websites, as well 
as tourism publications published by the cities of Miami Beach and Hollywood.  
 
From 2002 to 2007, Mr. Pila served as the Director of Marketing and Public Relations 
for the Miami Beach Chamber of Commerce and the Miami Beach Visitors Center. From 
2007 to 2014, he served as the Marketing & Communications Director and Program 
Manager for the Hollywood, FL Community Redevelopment Agency. While in 
Hollywood, Mr. Pila managed the CRA’s communications and advertising campaigns, 
oversaw its business development and grants programs and helped create the city’s 
Visitor Information program as well as some of its signature events. In 2013, Mr. Pila 
was featured in the ‘Florida: The Other Hollywood’ episode of Music Voyager, a PBS 
cultural travel series broadcast around the world in 33 languages.  
 
In December 2014, Mr. Pila joined the City of Doral as its Economic Developer. This 
executive management position plans, organizes, and implements an economic 
development program to promote the growth of the city’s economic base. It assists in 
the retention and expansion of businesses and seeks out new businesses for the city. 
The division manages programs designed to support entrepreneurial education and 
connect businesses to resources. It promotes the city to business and governmental 
organizations and represents the city at conferences. The division receives visiting 
dignitaries and is responsible for reviving Doral’s Sister Cities program, resulting in new 
international agreements with Armenia and Barranquilla in Colombia; Oranjestad, 
Aruba; and Guatemala City, Guatemala. The division seeks grants for city programs 
and administers city-funded grants that incentivize business beautification projects, fund 
non-profit projects of benefit to residents, and provide educational support to local 
schools. The division collaborates with institutional partners to collect updated statistical 
information and analyze economic data to provide decision-makers with the tools to 
implement informed policies. In 2017, the division participated in the completion of the 
FIU Economic Study and helped secure the World Council of City Data’s prestigious 
Smart City platinum certification. In 2019, the division will partner with the Greater Miami 
Convention & Visitors Bureau (GMCVB) to create the city’s first Visitor Center.  
 



Education 

• Bachelor of Science in Communication, Journalism, Florida International University, 
1989 

• Associate of Arts, Journalism, Miami Dade College, 1987 
 
Professional Affiliations 

• Member of International Economic Development Council (IEDC) 

• Member of International Council of Shopping Centers (ICSC) 

• Member of the Beacon Council International Trade & Logistics Committee 

• Member of the Greater Miami Convention & Visitors Bureau (GMCVB) Marketing 
Committee 

• Member of The Recording Academy (GRAMMY) 

• Programmer, 88.9FM WDNA Miami, Public Radio International (PRI) 

 

 


