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MERCANTIL COMMERCEBANK PLEDGES $150,000 TO 
 FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY (FIU)  

FOR GRADUATE SCHOLARSHIPS IN INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS 
 

Coral Gables, FL (July 2, 2008) –  Mercantil Commercebank, one of the 

largest privately held banks in South Florida, today announced a pledge of 

$150,000 to support graduate studies in international business at Florida 

International University’s (FIU) College of Business Administration... 

Mercantil Commercebank’s donation consists of up to ten graduate 

scholarships to be awarded over a 5-year period, each year to one local student 

and one international student in the College of Business Administration.  The Bank 

already has contributed the first $30,000 installment for year 2008. 

“As a part of a global financial organization,” says J. Guillermo Villar, 

President and CEO of Mercantil Commercebank, “our support for FIU seeks to 

ensure that qualified individuals have the opportunity to learn and excel in 

international businesses in South Florida.” 

Mercantil Commercebank, an integral part of South Florida’s community for 

more than 27 years, has a long-standing reputation of supporting education and 

career development at all levels. The Bank is listed among the top 20 and 25 

employers of undergraduate and graduate students of business administration at 

FIU.  

In a letter to the Bank, Florida International University President Modesto A. 

Maidique notes that “This gift will not only greatly assist the Alvah H. Chapman 

Graduate School of Business in its efforts to recruit, recognize, and reward 

outstanding students, but it will also help provide the international business 

community with well-prepared professionals who are ready for the opportunity to 

succeed.” 
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FIU boasts one of the region’s strongest post-graduate schools of business, 

and is widely hailed as a key source from which the international business 

community seeks qualified professionals. 

 “We are honored to partner with FIU in support of academic development,” 

concludes Villar. “It is a significant opportunity to help educate tomorrow’s 

international business leaders.” 

 

 
 
ABOUT MERCANTIL COMMERCEBANK  
Mercantil Commercebank N.A. is one of the largest privately held banks in South Florida serving its 
community for over 27 years. The Bank is a wholly owned subsidiary of Mercantil Commercebank 
Holding Corp., which in turn is owned by Mercantil Servicios Financieros, the largest provider of 
financial services in Venezuela, with more than 80 years of experience. Mercantil Commercebank 
has assets in excess of $6 billion. The Bank is headquartered in Coral Gables, Florida, and has 
thirteen Banking Centers in South Florida; one in Manhattan, New York; and one in Houston, Texas. 
Mercantil Commercebank offers a wide variety of domestic, international, personal, and commercial 
banking services, including investment, trust, and estate planning through its subsidiaries, Mercantil 
Commercebank Investment Services, Inc. and Mercantil Commercebank Trust Company, N.A. For 
more information, please visit www.mercantilcb.com  

 

 

 
Mercantil Commercebank’s donation will provide two graduate business 

scholarships to be awarded to a local student and an international student per year 

in the College of Business Administration at FIU, during a 5-year period, totaling up 

to ten scholarships.  The Bank already has contributed the first $30,000 installment 

for year 2008. 

 


