
 
 

FIU College of Business awarded re-accreditation by 
AACSB International 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

MIAMI, FL (Apr. 16, 2018) – FIU Business and its School of 

Accounting have been reaccredited for a standard five-year 

extension by AACSB International, The Association to Advance 

Collegiate Schools of Business. FIU Business is part of an elite 

group of universities that hold a specialized AACSB accreditation 

for their accounting programs. 

  

The extension of accreditation covers FIU Business’ 

undergraduate, masters, MBA and doctoral business programs as well as the bachelors 

and masters degrees in accounting. 

  

In their recommendations to extend accreditation, the AACSB’s Peer Review Team 

cited FIU Business’ innovative projects, including the ATOM Think Tank and Summer 

Business Essentials program. They also noted the strong support from the South 

Florida business community, their contributions to strategic initiatives at the college and 

their collaboration with students as speakers and mentors. 



 
Data analytics is one of the defining business tools of the 21st century. FIU Business' ATOM Think Tank, which stands for 

Analytics, Technology Consulting and Operations Management, is FIU's first faculty technology consulting service and 
provides experiential learning opportunities for students. 

“The extension of our Business and Accounting accreditation speaks highly of the 

achievements of our stakeholders,” said Joanne Li, dean of FIU’s College of Business. 

“Kudos to our wonderful faculty for their hard work on maintaining a high standard of 

quality business education.” 

  

FIU Business and the School of Accounting have been AACSB-accredited since 1983. 



 
FIU Business professor George Marakas established the Marakas Family Doctoral Student Association Room, which 

enables doctoral students from all business fields to gather and collaborate across disciplines. 

AACSB International is the longest-serving global accrediting body for business schools 

offering undergraduate, masters, and doctoral degrees in business and accounting. Its 

focus is to advance “quality management education worldwide through accreditation, 

thought leadership and value-added services.” 

  

Achieving accreditation is a process of rigorous internal review, evaluation and 

adjustment, sometimes spanning several years. The criteria include a high-quality 

teaching environment, a commitment to continuous improvement and curricula 

responsive to the needs of businesses. 



 
The Malcolm Butters Real Estate Scholarship Award, established by construction entrepreneur and FIU alumnus Malcolm 

Butters provides scholarships to help Master of Science in International Real Estate students defray student debt. 

During this process, schools must focus on developing and implementing a plan to align 

with AACSB’s standards, which require excellence in areas relating to strategic 

management and innovation; student, faculty, and staff as active participants; learning 

and teaching; and academic and professional engagement. 

  

Less than five percent of business schools worldwide have earned this distinction. 

Today, there are 810 business schools in 53 countries and territories that maintain 

AACSB accreditation. Of those, 186 hold the specialized accreditation in accounting. 

  

In 2003 the AACSB began to require business programs to establish learning goals for 

each major, to assess students’ progress toward those goals, and to use those 

assessments to improve curriculum and instruction. 

  

FIU Business was established in 1972. Today, more than 8,000 students are enrolled in 

the college's R. Kirk Landon Undergraduate School of Business, and over 2,000 study 

in its Alvah H. Chapman Jr. Graduate School of Business every year. 
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About the College of Business: 
Florida International University’s College of Business, plays pivotal role in the development of 
global business leaders. FIU Business has unique expertise in international business, data 
analytics, entrepreneurship, and healthcare management. For more information about FIU 
Business, visit https://business.fiu.edu. 
 
About FIU: 
Florida International University is one of South Florida’s anchor institutions, emphasizing 
research as a major component of its mission with multiple state-of-the-art research 
facilities. For more information about FIU, visit http://www.fiu.edu/. 
 


