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FIU Business partners with Real Madrid Graduate School to offer sports 

management specialization for Professional MBA Online program 
 
 

MIAMI - (Jan. 21, 2021) – Florida International University’s College of Business (FIU 
Business) has introduced a Professional MBA Online in Sports Management developed in 
partnership with Real Madrid Graduate School - Universidad Europea (EURM UE). 
 
The program begins March 2021 and will cover finance, marketing, management, human 
resources, entrepreneurship, competitive strategy, analytics, information systems and 
operations. The focus is to prepare graduates to successfully and responsibly manage sports 
institutions in a fast-changing landscape internationally. 
 
“We are delighted to jointly deliver a unique program that combines our highly-regarded 
Professional Online MBA program with the prestigious Executive MBA in Sports 
Management program of the Real Madrid Graduate School at Universidad Europea,” said 
Joanne Li, dean of FIU’s College of Business. “This partnership articulates our vision of 
optimizing resources to effectively prepare students to pursue exciting careers in the new 
economy.” 
 
The 17-month fully online program will include nine courses from FIU Business and five 
from EURM UE, a top-ranked graduate school for sports programs internationally. Students 
will learn about sports management models and their implementation from 10 Real Madrid 
C.F. executives plus others from various sports institutions will collaborate with the sports 
management program. Also, at an additional cost, students who successfully complete the 
sixth optional finance course qualify to earn the Executive MBA in Sports Management 
from EURM UE, earning two degrees from FIU and EURM UE. 
 
“This agreement is part of an international orientation at Universidad Europea, framed 
within the International Strategic Plan for 2020 which we hope will enable us to advance our 
business towards powerful markets such as the USA and to continue growing sustainably,” 
said Belén Mariño, international director of Universidad Europea. 
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Students in the program will have the opportunity to participate in a residency in Madrid 
where they will visit the headquarters of the Real Madrid C.F. professional soccer club, 
network with sports executives and attend masterclasses.  
 
A pioneer in online education, FIU Business has offered programs online for two decades. 
The Professional MBA Online was ranked No. 9 in the world in the 2020 QS Online MBA 
Rankings. These place the FIU Business program No. 2 among U.S. public school online 
MBA programs. Also, the MBA in Sports Management at EURM UE was ranked No. 10 in 
the world, No. 3 in Europe and No. 1 in Spain in the 2020 SportsBusiness Postgraduate 
Rankings.  
 
 

-FIU- 
 
About FIU Business: 
Florida International University’s College of Business plays a pivotal role in the 
development of global business leaders. With more than 10,000 undergraduate and 
graduate students, FIU Business is widely recognized for its expertise in international 
business, real estate, data analytics, entrepreneurship, healthcare management, and a 
broad range of financial services. Its faculty ranks among the Top 100 in the U.S. in UT 
Dallas’ survey of business research productivity. For more information about FIU Business, 
visit www.business.fiu.edu. 
 
About FIU: 
Florida International University is Miami’s public research university, focused on student 
success. According to U.S. News and World Report, FIU has 26 top-50 rankings in the 
nation among public universities and Washington Monthly Magazine ranks FIU among the 
top 20 public universities contributing to the public good and No. 12 for social mobility. 
FIU is a top U.S. research university (R1), with more than $200 million in annual 
expenditures. FIU ranks 15th in the nation among public universities for patent production, 
which drives innovation, and is one of the institutions that helps make Florida the top state 
for higher education. The Next Horizon fundraising campaign is furthering FIU’s 
commitment to providing students Worlds Ahead opportunities. Today, FIU has two 
campuses and multiple centers, and supports artistic and cultural engagement through its 
three museums: Patricia & Phillip Frost Art Museum, the Wolfsonian-FIU, and the Jewish 
Museum of Florida-FIU. FIU is a member of Conference USA, with more than 400 student-
athletes participating in 18 sports. The university has awarded more than 330,000 degrees 
to many leaders in South Florida and beyond. For more information about FIU, visit 
www.fiu.edu. 
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