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Seeking to spur innovation in social and business institutions, Harvard University brought
together South Florida community and academic leaders Wednesday for the kick-off of a
three-day symposium at the University of Miami.

“Everyone wants innovation; it’s like motherhood and apple pie, no one’s against it,” said Rakesh
Khurana, a professor at the Harvard Business School who moderated one of the day’s
discussion.

The bigger issue, agreed panelists, is how to achieve it.

“One person’s innovation is another person’s disruption,’’ said Rosabeth Moss Kanter, business
professor and director of the Harvard Advanced Leadership Initiative, which organized the
seminar.

The Initiative is designed to engage successful professionals in addressing national and global
challenges across multiple disciplines – including medicine, law, government and education –
through public service.

This week’s symposium is the Initiative’s first outside of Harvard. Miami’s was chosen for its
unique position as a global city and core for Latin America and the Caribbean, said Kanter.

“This is a rare combination of a hub and an international capital with a multi-ethnic backdrop” – a
worthy experience for the Harvard-based participants. “We also wanted to give something back to
the community and encourage colleges to do something of their own like this.”

Over the three days, panelists and attendees will explore how to create high impact programs in
public health, education and civic engagement. Speakers Wednesday included Charles Ogletree
of the Harvard Law School, Barry Bloom of Harvard’s School of Public Health, James Honan of
Harvard’s Kennedy School of Government, along with South Floridians Modesto Maidique, past
president of FIU, Miami-Dade College President Eduardo Padron and Teresa Valdes-Fauli
Weintraub, President and CEO of Fiduciary Trust International of the South.

Former Miami Mayor Manny Diaz spoke about the one of the recurrent issues facing local
government.

“We keep recycling the same leadership in Miami year after year,” he said.

One solution, suggested Saif Ishoof, executive director of City Year Miami, is to involve more
young people in civic leadership.



“We have to leverage our asset of young people for it to be a great global city.”

The Harvard partipants will visit local Miami businesses on Thursday and hold a final set of panel
discussions on Friday.
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