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MIAMI -- Concepts & Design Studio, which sells contemporary furniture and
accessories imported from 10 suppliers in Spain and China, uses WTDC in
Miami to handle trade logistics -- all the steps required to move its goods from
the manufacturers' shipping bays in Europe and Asia to Concept & Design's
trucks for delivery to customers.

"WTDC arranges the overseas freight, containers, customs documents, inland
freight and storage for our products," said Tim Broderick, who co-owns the
Miami-based Concepts & Design Studio with interior designer Julissa De Los
Santos. "I don't know all the details of exporting and importing furniture and it
would take tremendous resources for me to learn," noted Broderick, whose
business sells furniture through its Modern Home 2 Go store and provides
design services.

"I don't have to invest in forklifts and containers and other equipment, so I can
concentrate on finding the right products for our company. They take care of
all the other details. It's a one-stop shop for me."

Trade logistics companies such as WTDC act as intermediaries managing the
myriad details associated with every link in the supply chain for their
customers.

Dealing with companies all over the world, they facilitate the flow of goods from
one point to another, navigating through export and import regulations,
arranging proper documentation and transportation, providing storage when
necessary and keeping sender and receiver informed of the progress of their
shipments.
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Depending on their scope of services, logistics companies can offer inventory
control, consolidate shipments, pack, crate and assemble goods and distribute
merchandise in the United States and overseas.

Trade logistics is big business in Miami-Dade County, driven by tens of billions
of dollars in imports and exports, especially exports to Latin America. And
Congress' recent passage of free-trade agreements with Colombia, South
Korea and Panama are expected to significantly expand international
commerce and create jobs throughout the United States.

Industry sources estimate that there are around 600 licensed logistics
companies in the county, plus hundreds more that supply services such as
insurance, transportation, loading and unloading of merchandise and others.

"Trade logistics is extraordinarily important for this community," said Jerry Haar,
professor and associate dean of the College of Business Administration at
Florida International University and an expert in international commerce.

"International trade is one of the key pillars of the South Florida economy and
it takes on so many different dimensions -- Miami's international airport, the
seaport, and all the services that surround them, like transportation, storage,
hardware and software," said Haar, who is also part of FIU's Pino Global
Entrepreneurship Center. "Our trade logistics system creates jobs and gives us
a competitive advantage."

The Miami Customs District, which stretches from Palm Beach County to the
Florida Keys, has been one of the stronger international trade performers
nationwide, and trade has been growing steadily in 2010 and 2011, said Ken
Roberts, president of Miami-based WorldCity, which tracks and analyzes
international commerce across the United States.

"We ship more cellular phones, computers, computer parts, printers and
cameras than any other customs district in the U.S. because we supply Latin
America -- and they've been doing well," he added. This all means more
business for logistics companies.

"We're sort of the shopping center for Latin America."
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Outside of Venezuela, there are few weak spots in the region, Roberts noted.
Brazil, always a leading trade partner for Miami, has grown in importance and
generated more business for many local logistics companies, especially with
the soccer World Cup coming to the country in 2014 and the Summer
Olympics in 2016, he said.

Trade logistics may have become a more familiar concept to the general
public, thanks to a recent UPS television advertisement touting the company's
expertise in supply-chain management. UPS took "That's Amore," a love song
made famous decades ago by Dean Martin, and converted it into a jingle titled
"That's Logistics."

UPS, FedEx and DHL, giant companies that started out as messenger or
courier services, expanded into trade logistics as they saw increasing growth
and business opportunities in international commerce. All three offer logistics
services for customers engaged in South Florida's robust trade with Latin
America.

Miami-based Ryder System, which began as a truck leasing business, entered
supply-chain management in a big way.
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