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Creating a venue for innovative and emerging companies from South Florida and Latin America
to attract venture capital investors, Florida International University is hosting the 2011 Americas
Venture Capital Conference at the Biltmore Hotel in Coral Gables on Nov. 16-17.

FIU’s Eugenio Pino and Family Global Entrepreneurship Center and College of Business
Administration are presenting the second annual conference, themed “Latin America: Building on
Success.’’ About 500 participants are expected to attend, up from 350 last year, said Irma
Becerra-Fernandez, vice provost for academic affairs at FIU, program co-chair and founder of the
conference.

“We want to continue to create opportunities for companies to network with the investors that are
going to help them grow,’’ she said. “This is about creating a community.’’

At the conference, entrepreneurs from South Florida and Latin America will present their
business plans in an effort to raise funds from venture capitalists and investment groups. They
also will have the chance to win more than $50,000 in prizes.

Presenting ventures include companies in agriculture and water quality; biotechnology,
pharmaceutical and health; consumer products; energy and green technologies; entertainment;
information, communication and Web technologies; natural resources; and education.

The companies have to conduct a significant portion of their business in Latin America, the
Caribbean or South Florida. They have to demonstrate a proven business model with positive
gross margins, a viable product, and a proven market adoption as well as an established user
base. Companies are also required to have excellent management teams in place.

Among the 12 “Top Global Innovative Ventures’’ presenting companies this year is Miami-based
Consult A Doctor, a consumer-oriented telemedicine business founded in 2007 that offers
patients, doctors, health plans and other groups 24/7 access to physicians around the country.

“We have been working on developing the technologies, the platform, the components that really
will transform how healthcare is accessed and delivered, through a cloud-based telemedicine
solution,’’ said Wolf Shlagman, the company’s founder and chief executive.

So far, Consult A Doctor has raised $4.4 million from three venture capital and angel investor
groups, he said.

Now, the company is discussing a second round, of $10 million, from venture capital and private
equity investors.

“We are looking to get in front of additional investors, venture capitalists, to raise the dollars to be
able to grow,’’ Shlagman said.
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In addition to the 12 “Top Global Innovative Ventures,’’ which will each have 10 minutes to make
their presentations, this year, eight early-stage emerging companies, “Top Global Emerging
Ventures’’ also will make presentations. They will each be given two minutes.

PassTheNotes.com, a Miami-based early-stage or “seed stage’’ company, will be among those
presenting. The company is creating an online social learning community for students and
teachers, where they can store files and collaborate on the material on any mobile device. So far,
3,000 students at 30 schools in Florida will be using the service when it launches in December.

Until now, PassTheNotes.com has been funded with about $50,000 from friends and family, said
Frankie Coletto, chief executive, who launched the company with two friends.

The company, which was a 2011 Miami Herald Business Plan Challenge winner, is now seeking
more than $1 million to hire more employees and lease office space, said Coletto, an FIU
graduate.

As part of the two-day conference, various speakers will also share their stories of success and
how they dealt with the challenges that face entrepreneurs.

Among the keynote speakers are Wenceslao “Wences” Casares, co-chief executive of
Lemon.com, and founding partner of MECK Ltd.; Jose Maria Blanc, managing director of Intel
Capital; and Manuel D. “Manny” Medina, chairman and chief executive of Medina Capital
Partners and founder of technology innovator Terremark Worldwide.

The conference will also include a “Women’s Network’’ panel discussion.

“Breaking the Venture Capital Glass Ceiling for Global Success,’’ is designed to be an
opportunity to discuss leading trends among women entrepreneurs doing business in the region.
Moderated by Amelia Balonek of Goldman, Sachs & Co., the panel will include Annabel Perez,
president and CEO, Novo Payment and Martha Carr, vice president of Information Technology at
FedEx Express Latin America and Caribbean.

“It’s going to be exciting,’’ Becerra-Fernandez said. “It’s one area that needs attention.’’
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