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Milana Kuznetsova, right, and her partner Sean M.
McNamara, left, are the founders of LegalFileIt, a cloud-
enabled mobile platform for law professionals and won 2nd
place in the Business Plan Challenge FIU Track.
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Case closed: Mobility rules in the legal industry
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Milana Kuznetsova thought she was a born
litigator. She never dreamed she’d be leading a
technology business.

“It was a complete accident; that’s how life
happens,” she said, in explaining how the idea
came about for LegalFileIt, a cloud-based platform
for the legal industry that won second place in the
Business Plan Challenge FIU Track.

Originally from Moscow, Kuznetsova graduated
with degrees in philosophy and criminal justice
and a certificate in professional leadership studies
from Florida International University in 2008 and
earned her law degree from the University of Miami
last May. She couldn’t help but notice the growing
trend that young lawyers were increasingly mobile.
And, because of the economy, many of them were
going into solo or small practices, without the
budgets for administrative staff and expensive
software. She saw a need in the market for an
app.

She and the software developer who would
become her future business partner, Sean
McNamara, started talking about it at a happy hour
social last summer. “We decided to give it a go as
a side project,” she said.

They started with an iPad app, LegalFile, which is already on the market. “It’s essentially a virtual
office to enable lawyers to practice without absorbing the cost of a secretary or a filing clerk,” said
Kuznetsova, the 24-year-old president and CEO of Miami-based Esenem, the parent company of
LegalFileIt. “This app replaces a traditional briefcase. It’s your calendar keeper and it provides
startup forms in all different areas of law.”

Their “side project,” however, is continuing to grow in scope and mission and is now a full-time
endeavor for the co-founders, as they see a big need for a total cloud-based solution for lawyers.
“Our goal is to enable attorneys to be mobile,” said McNamara, Esenem’s 33-year-old chairman
and CTO. “You have your iPad at home, in the car, at trial. Things are happening in the law firm,
and you have cloud-based services to make all these processes as seamless as possible.”
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Business Plan Challenge judges see the potential as well.

“Esenem has a unique opportunity to bring disruptive change to how the legal industry operates
by replacing traditional in-office case management and revenue systems with LegalFileIt, a
cloud-based solution that will exploit the iPad to change how attorneys work,” said John Fleming,
technology practice lead with Biztegra Partners and a Challenge judge.

The company’s iPad app currently sells for $99.99. McNamara, who has been developing
software for the mobile market for 10 years, said they have been doing market research with
attorneys using the app and will soon be putting out improved releases based on the feedback.
They are attending conferences and trade shows to introduce their product. At the same time,
large law firms have expressed interest in “white labeling” their app, providing additional revenue.

They are now beginning to develop their cloud-based software as a service solution, which would
be a subscription service, providing continuing revenue, McNamara said. To finance startup
costs, they have been bootstrapping but will be seeking investment. They are looking to hire a
full-time development team to build out their cloud-based service. In their plan, they project they
will turn a profit in year two, but would not disclose revenue projections for this article.

Kuznetsova and McNamara each bring different strengths — Kuznetsova being super organized
with a get-it-done mentality and McNamara being more creative and laid back. “He was able to
suggest features I hadn’t thought of that make the document management more fun,” she says.
“We are the yin and the yang.”

Will she miss the courtroom?

“This was one of those things that landed in my lap, the timing is now and there is nothing to
lose. My core driver has always been to help others and protect them under the laws of this
country. Now I feel that is amplified because I am helping my colleagues who have this particular
skill set to help others,” Kuznetsova said. “It feels like I am helping people help more people.”
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