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Contest rules

By NANCY DAHLBERG
ndahlberg@MiamiHerald.com

Have you hatched a great idea for a business? If your business is less than 1 year old or exists
only on paper, you can enter our 12th Annual Miami Herald Business Plan Challenge,
co-sponsored by Florida International University's Pino Global Entrepreneurship Center. This
year, we will have three contests: A Community Track, which is the main contest open to all
South Floridians, an FIU Track and a Student Track. These are the rules are for all three tracks,
followed by additional rules for individual tracks.

GENERAL RULES/TERMS OF THE CONTESTS

• You must be a South Florida resident (Broward, Miami-Dade, Monroe and Palm Beach
counties).

• The business plan entry must be no more than three typewritten pages, 8.5-by-11 paper; type
no smaller than 9 point, please. You may include one more page of supporting material -- a
product picture or diagram, a spreadsheet or marketing materials. Think of your plan as an
executive summary -- just the highlights.

• Entries must be for proposed for-profit businesses or firms still in the start-up phase (less than
one year old on Feb. 15, 2010). Sorry, no nonprofits and no existing franchises.

• Entry deadline: Your entry must be e-mailed or postmarked by 11:59 p.m. Monday, March 29,
2010.

• E-mail entries to: businesschallenge@MiamiHerald.com (preferred method)

• Mail entries to: The Miami Herald Business Plan Challenge, Fifth Floor, The Miami Herald, 1
Herald Plaza, Miami, FL 33132.

• The top three competitors in the Community, FIU and Student Tracks as well as the People's
Picks will be the subjects of a Business Monday cover story May 17.

SPECIFIC RULES

FIU Track: You must be a student, alumnus or member of the FIU faculty or staff to enter. If a
team is entering, at least one member of the team must be an FIU student, alumnus, faculty or
staff. Write "FIU Entry" at the top of your submission. You can not enter both the Community
Track and the FIU Track.

Student Track: The contest, co-sponsored by NFTE South Florida, is open to students in grades
9-12 in Miami-Dade, Broward, Palm Beach and Monroe. Put "student entry" on your entry.



WHERE TO FIND TIPS

For a version of the rules that includes tips on preparing your entry, click on the rules on
MiamiHerald.com/challenge
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