By CHARLOTTE LiBov

Florida International Univer-
sity is expanding the non-de-
gree business offerings at its
downtown campus and reach-
ing out to additional countries, a
new director at its College of
Business Administration says.

Robert Garcia, who became
director of executive and pro-
fessional education at the col-
lege in May, said the expanded
curriculum is part of the
college’s plans to strengthen its
offerings to local companies and
also broaden its reach to Ja-
maica and Haiti, which the uni-
versity is adding to the roster of
Caribbean, Latin American, Cen-
tral American and Middle East-
ern countries already served.

“We have a lot to do, but its
going very well,” Mr. Garcia
said. “We are getting a great
reception.”

Mr. Garcia is charged with
developing, promoting and de-
livering non-degree educational
programs to individuals, corpo-
rations and government agen-
cies throughout South Florida,
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the US and to other countries,
said Joyce Elam, executive dean
of the college.

“We are confident that Rob-
ert Garcia is the ideal person to
help us engage regional and in-
ternational business profession-
als and to communicate the
value of this educational plat-
form,” she said. She noted that
he speaks both Spanish and En-
glish and will meet with busi-
ness leaders throughout the
Americas to further develop
FIU’s professional and execu-
tive program portfolio.

FIU already offers degree pro-

grams from its Alvah H.
Chapman Graduate School of
Business at Macy’s. But begin-
- bt - - . -
ning in July, Mr. Garcia said, it
will add non-degree courses
from the business administra-
tion college as well.

In addition to the expanded
downtown offerings, he said,
hours will be extended, with
classes offered evenings and
Saturdays.

“Right now, we are going to
start with presentation skills and
then we will offer all of our
courses. We are in the process
of creating a schedule,” he said.
He said he is meeting with busi-
nesses to see what courses they
wish to see at the school. “We
know that banks downtown are
interested in our offering bank-
ing courses.”

“I think that most companies
may not have the resources in-
house,” he said. They are look-
ing to a university to provide
them with the skills to deepen
the expertise of their employees
and senior leadership people.
Our faculty has very good rela-
tions with local businesses and

are able to propose courses that
are very practical and have rich
content.”

The college, he said, already
offers programs in several coun-
tries, including Latin and Cen-
tral America, and has partner-
ships in the Middle East. Now,
the school is adding Jamaica
and Haiti.

“There are companies or in-
dividuals who have called us
and requested it,” Mr. Garcia
said. “We’ve had some partici-
pants from those countries at-
tend our programs here as well.”

There are two types of non-
degree programs: executive edu-
cation and professional educa-
tion.

“Our executive education pro-
gram is offered in leadership,
sales and marketing, strategy and
finance,” Mr. Garcia said. “It
usually serves senior executives
within Fortune 500 companies
that need to enhance their skills to
become more effective leaders.”

The professional education
program usually attracts par-
ticipants from local businesses,
from front-line employees to

supervisor personnel, who are
seeking training in fields such
as finance, management and
business writings, because they
have been newly hired or pro-
moted, he said.

In addition to its Miami Down-
town Center, classes will be
offered at FIU’s University Park
Campus, Biscayne Bay Campus
and FIU-Broward Pines Center.

Mr. Garcia came to FIU after
serving as senior vice presi-
dent, global accounts, at Lee
Hecht Harrison, a global career
management service company.
Before that, he was an execu-
tive at United Healthcare, where
he created management devel-
opment programs and managed
multi-specialty medical centers.
He has also conducted research
and published articles in the
fields of pediatrics and psychol-
ogy. He holds an executive mas-
ter of Business Administration
degree from Florida Interna-
tional University and is certified
as a Senior Professional in Hu-
man Resources.
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