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Downtown gets its hour of respect as turnaround takes hold
When economists and historians some-

day try to pinpoint
the instant when
downtown Miami
made its dramatic
turnaround from
derided inner city to
acclaimed driving
force for a region, it
just might have been
6 p.m. Friday, July
2, 2010.

That’s the minute when Macy’s –
heir to downtown’s retail heritage –
began staying open an extra hour Fri-
days and Saturdays to serve later cus-
tomers on streets that until very re-
cently rolled up the sidewalks and rolled
down the metal shutters on store win-
dows when office workers went home.

Macy’s – that’s the retail chain that in
December 2006 began complaining about
the city’s streetscape and arranging to
pack its bags and flee the site that had
been home to Florida’s primary depart-
ment store since 1911.

Then all hell broke loose when six
months later the chain’s Florida chair-
man stood up before the Greater Miami
Chamber of Commerce and complained

about downtown safety and cleanliness
and threatened in public to shut the store.

Like late comedian Rodney Dangerfield,
downtown interests that had for years tried
to improve the area’s environment and
image could have been forgiven for moan-
ing that the area don’t get no respect.

Immediately thereafter, Macy’s
sought an incentive package from the
city to redo its corporate headquarters
in the 840,000-square-foot store.

It’s been less than a year and a half
since Macy’s, minus any city incen-
tives, closed its regional headquarters
on the sixth floor of that 22 E Flagler St.
store and wiped out all 600 headquarters
jobs. The chain blamed the economy.

Today, what was the sixth-floor train-
ing site is home to Florida International
University graduate programs – which,
not so coincidentally, have been ex-
panding rapidly as downtown rebounds.

The signs of downtown resurgence
are everywhere – spotty in bad eco-
nomic times but clear.

Most evident are young occupants of
thousands of new condominiums. The
fact that they’re predominantly renters at
far below what was recently market rate
doesn’t rain on the parade of restaurateurs

and merchants who benefit from the resi-
dential hordes in an office district.

These, after all, are waves of young and
eager consumers where few were before.

Remember all that talk about the
downtown revitalization that housing
would bring? Well, it’s here.

The downtown Macy’s was once
Burdine’s and then Burdines without the
apostrophe back in the days when the
city’s core was spelled downtown and
not dwntwn, which followed Burdines
in knocking characters out of names.

The character of Burdines was further
reduced when Florida’s Store, as it was
called, became Macy’s, which is better
known as New York’s store although it’s
based in either Cincinnati, its corporate
headquarters, or San Francisco, its cor-
porate office. (Customers have to fill out
a form on the Macy’s web site just to get
an e-mail letting them know how to
contact those corporate offices.)

So what led this outside store chain to
sink roots an inch – or hour – deeper in
a downtown where, management had
been complaining, it was harder and
harder to operate?

Was it the crowded new restaurants
packed on weekends with young con-

sumers?
Was it the thousands of new down-

town residents with unmaxed credit
cards?

Did the street repairs and downtown
cleanups and Downtown Development
Authority street patrols finally reach
critical mass?

The catalyst certainly wasn’t LeBron
James signing a contract to play basket-
ball downtown, which seems to be the
focus of everyone else who thinks down-
town is reviving. The additional Macy’s
hours came ahead of that.

Whatever combination of factors gave
Macy’s the moxie to add hours until 7
p.m. Fridays and Saturdays in an eco-
nomic slide, it’s a milestone for a resur-
gent downtown.

Though, to be perfectly honest, it’s
also a milestone that future historians
and economists will probably note far
more than we will today. The added
hours slipped well under the radar of
almost everyone – including Macy’s.

Last Friday at 6 p.m., an hour before
its extended day ended, Macy’s still was
noting on its local web site downtown
closings Fridays and Saturdays at 6.

Dwntwn just don’t get no respect.

Let the gambling interests
remake convention center

Re your July 22 story on the Miami
Beach Convention Center Master Plan Steer-
ing Committee: May I suggest they bring in
the Seminoles and/or Las Vegas casinos to
absorb the estimated $530 million re-imag-
ining of the convention center.

If the top Vegas casinos can build their
own Disney-style $560 million 4-mile-
long monorail linking their properties (as
well as a convention center), they can re-
build the convention center with an extra
hotel or two thrown in for good measure.

Of course, it would mean bringing
casino gambling – and more conventions
and money – to Miami Beach, but that’s
inevitable anyway, something that will
happen as soon as the visionless and
cowardly politicos step out of the way.

Leasing the project to casino money
will get ‘er done on their dime and not
ours, allowing us to lessen the ever-
increasing debt load the county is giddily
in its freewheeling spending ways laying
on the backs of citizens struggling to
make ends meet.

D.C. Copeland

UM-Israeli collaboration
in med schools misstated

There are several serious errors and
misrepresentations in the Aug. 5 article
about the University of Miami Miller
School of Medicine’s collaboration with
Bar-Ilan University in Israel.

The University of Miami is not trans-
planting the US medical education model
to Israel, as the headline says; we are
working with Bar-Ilan to help the univer-
sity create its own medical school, with
a new four-year curriculum.

The first sentence says our collabora-
tion with Bar-Ilan is to address Israel’s
physician shortage. But the collaboration
has nothing to do with a physician short-
age. The purpose is to help BIU in devel-
oping innovative curriculum, research
and clinical programs.

The article provides inaccurate data
regarding physician numbers in Israel
(3.4 physicians per 100,000 citizens).
According to the Organization for Eco-
nomic Cooperation and Development,
Israel had 3.6 physicians per 1,000 citi-
zens in 2008 – one of the highest doctor-
to-citizen ratios among developed na-
tions. The creation of a new school is,
among other reasons, to maintain this
great ratio in the future, as the need for
healthcare providers is likely to increase.

A misquote says the Miller School
contacted Bar-Ilan upon hearing of its
interest in developing a medical school.
Physicians at the University of Miami
contacted BIU years ago, before the
school project even existed, to explore
potential areas of cooperation.

The paragraph about funding is com-
pletely inaccurate. In talking about fund-
ing, I pointed out that the naming of the UM
Leonard M. Miller School of Medicine
came from a generous $100 million gift
from the Miller Family, not $100,000 as the
story says. Many universities seek naming
gifts to support the academic mission (re-
search and education) of their schools.
There is no information currently on nam-
ing gifts for the Bar-Ilan medical school.

The article goes on to state that this
program will allow US pre-med students
to gain credits studying abroad. The
program is at an entirely different Israeli
college (ORT Braude College). Some of
those students may be able to take pre-
med courses, and to eventually feed into
Bar-Ilan University’s new medical school.

Finally, the start date for this project is
not July 2011, but October 2011.

While we appreciate the interest in this
project, it is important to respect the
facts and the important reality that this is
a medical school project belonging to
Bar-Ilan University. We are honored and
humbled by the opportunity to collabo-
rate with our Israeli colleagues.

See the story posted at http://
www.med.miami.edu/news/um-and-
israels-planned-medical-school-begin-
collaboration for accurate information

about this developing collaboration.
Pascal J. Goldschmidt, M.D.

Senior Vice President for
Medical Affairs and Dean, University

of Miami Miller School of Medicine

Airport proudly flying high
I use Miami International Airport

weekly and I can only say the airport
seems to be changing by the day!

New beautiful architecture, bright con-
courses, construction being completed
on time, the futuristic SkyTrain and MIA
Mover connector to the Miami Intermodal
Center on LeJeune Road, the spectacular
new rental car center and soon-to-come
Grand Central Station, improved service
and lots of smiles (I read that all 35,000
MIA employees are being trained in cus-
tomer service), great shopping stores
like Hugo Boss and Britto, and lots of
new restaurants.

Nowadays I even can ride the Airport
Flyer bus from home for only $2.35 or
park my park for only $8 a day – what a
refreshing change! When it comes to MIA
– for once – I’m proud to be a Miamian.

Fernando Litardo

Port in a competitive storm
In the Aug. 5 issue, Bill Johnson said that

if the Port of Miami is not dredged to 50
feet, new business is going to go “off-
shore.” He went on to say, “We’re going to
lose hundreds of millions of dollars of new
wealth, thousands of new jobs, to ports
outside the US.” Sounds like a disaster. 

What does he mean by “offshore” and
“outside the US” – Nassau, Andros Is-
land, Freeport, Santo Domingo, Bermuda,
Mexico, Canada? And what about
Barcelona and the Canary Islands? Mr.
Johnson didn’t say anything about other
big East Coast ports, so I think we’re OK
there. He should know. After all, Mr.
Johnson’s the consummate bureaucrat.

And in the July 22 issue, he said “by
any measure our port facilities never
looked better,” with a customer
service training program underway for

port employees among other good things,
including the new “Epic” now in port.
And, of course, he’s committed to pur-
suing continued growth of our cruise
business as any port director should do.
It was a PR blast.

If things are coming up roses, he
should easily get some of the cruise ships
back from Port Everglades. He can do
this, can’t he?

Ed Meyer

Render credit to architect
As an architect and regular reader of

your publication, I look forward to read-
ing about local construction industry
trends, what’s being built and what’s in
the works. I was especially interested in
the July 29 article on Camillus House.

I am impressed with the good work
they do for the community, and equally
impressed with the scope of their new
facility. Sadly though, credit is not given
to the architect (not me).

As a leading publication in this com-
munity, my hope is that you will set an
example for your industry and give credit
where credit is due and acknowledge the
hardworking design professional.

Charles D. Medeiros

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR


